LN XN\ WA/ 7/38 Campaign for Workers’ Health & Safety

sponsored by:

Chinese Staff & Workers Association, P.O. Box 130293
National Mobilization Against SweatShops New York, NY 10013-0995
& Workers’ Awaaz (718) 625-9092 rax: (718) 625-8950

October 1, 2002

Dear Friend:

On Tuesday, October 15", hundreds of injured workers and their families—citing the dramatic decline in
the conditions for New York's working people during George Pataki's eight years as governor and his
"feed the rich and rob the poor" approach to the September 11" disaster—will March on Albany to
demand that Pataki resign immediately.

Under Pataki's reign, work hours have become longer, resulting in crippling workplace injuries and
illnesses. Injured and disabled workers are enraged with Pataki for overseeing a Workers' Compensation
Board that forces them to wait up to 10 or 12 years for compensation and awards paltry benefits as low as
$40 a week—one of the lowest minimum benefit levels in the nation. As a result, many workers have
been forced to endure years of torturous pain, poverty, evictions and homelessness.

Low-income working people hurt by 9-11 and the notorious absence of government assistance — who
have developed a range of disturbing illnesses including respiratory infections, unexplained bleeding, and
recurring rashes — will also march on Albany to condemn Pataki's complete dismissal of health problems
caused by vaporized WTC toxins that settled into Lower Manhattan workplaces and homes .

Join us to demand the immediate resignation of Governor Pataki to end his assault on our health.

We urge you to support the March on Albany by mobilizing your members and supporters to participate
on October 15™. We encourage your organization to make a contribution to defray the transportation
costs of the March and to sustain the work of the Campaign.

We hope you’ll take further action and join us to strategize how we can further build upon these efforts to
educate the public and elected officials about the need for measures such as the Workers’ Health and
Safety Bill (#A09270) to ensure that the millions of working people in New York State lead healthy lives.

We will call you to confirm your participation on October 15". If you have any questions, please feel free
to call JoAnn Lum at (718) 625-9092.

Sincerely,
Shahensha Begum Wing Lam7 JoAnn Lum
Workers’ Awaaz Chinese Staff & Workers’ Assoc. NMASS

The It’s About Time! Campaign for Workers’ Health & Safety is endorsed by: YWCA of Brooklyn, Latin American Integration
Center, Catholic Charities (Lower Manhattan), Casa Atabex Ache, Polonians Organized to Minister to Our Community, Inc., Crown Heights
Youth Collective, Greater New York labor-Religion Coalition, Cabrini Immigrant Services, East West Medical Service, The Activism Center at
Wetlands Preserve, United Methodist Church (Economic Justice Dept.), Medgar Evers College (Services for the Differently Abled), Harlem
Fight Back, Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Catholic Migration Office, Polish National Catholic Church, Make the Road by Walking, Jews for
Racial and Economic Justice, Holy Cross Roman Catholic Church, S.S. Cyril & Methodius, St. Francis De Chatal Parish, Kingsborough
Community College (Business Council), Asociacion Tepeyac de N.Y., Filipino Workers Center, N.Y. Taxi Workers’ Alliance, It’s Time, Chinese
Methodist Center Corp., Chinese American Arts Council, Asian & Pacific Islander Coalition of HIV/AIDS, Wild for Human Rights, Green Party
(Lower East Side), Dominican Women’s Development Center, Radical Walking Tours, Church of St. Teresa’s (list in formation)



